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Principal activities, as used in this 
part, means activities authorized by 
the license which are essential to 
achieving the purpose(s) for which the 
license was issued or amended, exclud-
ing activities incidental to decon-
tamination or decommissioning. 

Region means the geographical area 
surrounding and including the site, 
which is large enough to contain all 
the features related to a phenomenon 
or to a particular event that could po-
tentially impact the safe or environ-
mentally sound construction, oper-
ation, or decommissioning of an inde-
pendent spent fuel storage or mon-
itored retrievable storage installation. 

Reservation means— 
(1) Any Indian reservation or depend-

ent Indian community referred to in 
clause (a) or (b) of section 1151 of title 
18, United States Code; or 

(2) Any land selected by an Alaska 
Native village or regional corporation 
under the provisions of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.). 

Site means the real property on which 
the ISFSI or MRS is located. 

Source material means— 
(1) Uranium or thorium, or any com-

bination thereof, in any physical or 
chemical form or 

(2) Ores that contain by weight one- 
twentieth of one percent (0.05%) or 
more of: 

(i) Uranium, 
(ii) Thorium, or 
(iii) Any combination thereof. 

Source material does not include spe-
cial nuclear material. 

Special nuclear material means— 
(1) Plutonium, uranium-233, uranium 

enriched in the isotope 233 or in the 
isotope 235, and any other material 
which the Commission, pursuant to the 
provisions of section 51 of the Act, de-
termines to be special nuclear mate-
rial, but does not include source mate-
rial; or 

(2) Any material artificially enriched 
by any of the foregoing but does not in-
clude source material. 

Spent fuel storage cask or cask means 
all the components and systems associ-
ated with the container in which spent 
fuel or other radioactive materials as-
sociated with spent fuel are stored in 
an ISFSI. 

Spent Nuclear Fuel or Spent Fuel 
means fuel that has been withdrawn 
from a nuclear reactor following irra-
diation, has undergone at least one 
year’s decay since being used as a 
source of energy in a power reactor, 
and has not been chemically separated 
into its constituent elements by re-
processing. Spent fuel includes the spe-
cial nuclear material, byproduct mate-
rial, source material, and other radio-
active materials associated with fuel 
assemblies. 

Structures, systems, and components im-
portant to safety means those features 
of the ISFSI, MRS, and spent fuel stor-
age cask whose functions are— 

(1) To maintain the conditions re-
quired to store spent fuel, high-level 
radioactive waste, or reactor-related 
GTCC waste safely; 

(2) To prevent damage to the spent 
fuel, the high-level radioactive waste, 
or reactor-related GTCC waste con-
tainer during handling and storage; or 

(3) To provide reasonable assurance 
that spent fuel, high-level radioactive 
waste, or reactor-related GTCC waste 
can be received, handled, packaged, 
stored, and retrieved without undue 
risk to the health and safety of the 
public. 

[53 FR 31658, Aug. 19, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 36038, July 15, 1994; 62 FR 39092, July 21, 
1997; 64 FR 53614, Oct. 4, 1999; 64 FR 56121, 
Oct. 15, 1999; 66 FR 51839, Oct. 11, 2001] 

§ 72.4 Communications. 

Except where otherwise specified, all 
communications and reports con-
cerning the regulations in this part and 
applications filed under them should be 
sent by mail addressed: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Spent 
Fuel Project Office, Office of Nuclear 
Material Safety and Safeguards, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555–0001; by hand de-
livery to the NRC’s offices at One 
White Flint North, 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland between 7:30 
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. eastern time; or, 
where practicable, by electronic sub-
mission, for example, via Electronic In-
formation Exchange, or CD-ROM. Elec-
tronic submissions must be made in a 
manner that enables the NRC to re-
ceive, read, authenticate, distribute, 
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and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a 
time. Detailed guidance on making 
electronic submissions can be obtained 
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:// 
www.nrc.gov/site-help/eie.html, by call-
ing (301) 415–6030, by e-mail to 
EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the Office of 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555–0001. The guidance dis-
cusses, among other topics, the for-
mats the NRC can accept, the use of 
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. If the 
submission deadline date falls on a 
Saturday, or Sunday, or a Federal holi-
day, the next Federal working day be-
comes the official due date. 

[68 FR 58818, Oct. 10, 2003] 

§ 72.5 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by an officer or em-
ployee of the Commission, other than a 
written interpretation by the General 
Counsel, will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission. 

§ 72.6 License required; types of li-
censes. 

(a) Licenses for the receipt, handling, 
storage, and transfer of spent fuel or 
high-level radioactive waste are of two 
types: general and specific. Licenses 
for the receipt, handling, storage, and 
transfer of reactor-related GTCC are 
specific licenses. Any general license 
provided in this part is effective with-
out the filing of an application with 
the Commission or the issuance of a li-
censing document to a particular per-
son. A specific license is issued to a 
named person upon application filed 
pursuant to regulations in this part. 

(b) A general license is hereby issued 
to receive title to and own spent fuel, 
high-level radioactive waste, or reac-
tor-related GTCC waste without regard 
to quantity. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this chapter, a gen-
eral licensee under this paragraph is 
not authorized to acquire, deliver, re-
ceive, possess, use, or transfer spent 
fuel, high-level radioactive waste, or 
reactor-related GTCC waste except as 
authorized in a specific license. 

(c) Except as authorized in a specific 
license and in a general license under 
subpart K of this part issued by the 
Commission in accordance with the 
regulations in this part, no person may 
acquire, receive, or possess— 

(1) Spent fuel for the purpose of stor-
age in an ISFSI; or 

(2) Spent fuel, high-level radioactive 
waste, or radioactive material associ-
ated with high-level radioactive waste 
for the purpose of storage in an MRS. 

[66 FR 51839, Oct. 11, 2001] 

§ 72.7 Specific exemptions. 

The Commission may, upon applica-
tion by any interested person or upon 
its own initiative, grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines 
are authorized by law and will not en-
danger life or property or the common 
defense and security and are otherwise 
in the public interest. 

§ 72.8 Denial of licensing by Agree-
ment States. 

Agreement States may not issue li-
censes covering the storage of spent 
fuel and reactor-related GTCC waste in 
an ISFSI or the storage of spent fuel, 
high-level radioactive waste, and reac-
tor-related GTCC waste in an MRS. 

[66 FR 51839, Oct. 11, 2001] 

§ 72.9 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval. 

(a) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information 
collection requirements contained in 
this part to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). OMB 
has approved the information collec-
tion requirements contained in this 
part under control number 3150–0132. 

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements contained in this 
part appear in §§ 72.7, 72.11, 72.16, 72.22 
through 72.34, 72.42, 72.44, 72.48 through 
72.56, 72.62, 72.70, through 72.82, 72.90, 
72.92, 72.94, 72.98, 72.100, 72.102, 72.103, 
72.104, 72.108, 72.120, 72.126, 72.140 
through 72.176, 72.180 through 72.186, 
72.192, 72.206, 72.212, 72.216, 72.218, 72.230, 
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